[Sequelae of osteoarthritis of the hip in growing children. Apropos of 72 cases].
The authors reviewed a series of 72 hips in 60 children with sequelae of septic arthritis of the hip to evaluate the long term evolution. The average follow up was 7 years 8 months (Range 1Y-17Y). 40 hips were operated and 32 were not. The results were analysed according to clinical and radiological criterions in an attempt to propose a guide for treatment. Sequelae might also occur after both initial treatment with open drainage or aspiration. The study of sequelae according to the factors of severity (organism, age when infected) showed that the evolution of these cases of arthritis cannot be forecast. The authors noticed that very severe roentgenographic lesions could be well tolerated clinically, at least on a medium term basis. They advise great care before operating on dislocated hips when they are clinically well tolerated. Finally the authors insist on 2 little known lesions: caput valgum and caput antetorsum.